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hi mistrORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, GATHERED AT 
LIN NEW-DURHAM, N. H. 1780. 

a ( Continued.) 

; IN my last, I gave my readers a short sketch ofa 
mn reeting established i in the church of New-Durham, 
civgieecnominated the New-Durham quarterly meeting ; 
cand promised to give a more particular account 
‘li creo, In succecding numbers. The proposals 
sh ij fthis meeting, were first made at a select meet- 


mg, appointed for that purpose, and holden at 
mes Lock’s, in Barnstead, May 23d, 1792. And 
Bas approved of by the brethren at thete general 
Bjuarterly meeting, holden at New Durham, 
Dune 9th the same year; and was then considered 
stablished. JT'rom that time to this, what they 
mad betore termed their quart cly mecting, (which 
pasa gencral meeting of members chosen and 
ent from ail the churches in their fellowship, oice 
F quarter, or four times in a year) has been con- 
sid red four yearly meetings; irom their !~img 
Bhol en annually, at four dificrent places, once a 
Bear » The church of New-Durham, with all its 
Bb ranc hes still, considered theinselves but one 

church, in fellowship with, and under the waich 
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and care of all the churches, the same as they 
did before; and represented themselves in the 
yearly meetings, in the same manner as they had 
heretofore done in the quarterly meeting ; that is, 
by sending chosen brethren and written epistles, 

to give particular information of their standing; 
and of their addition, or diminution of numbers, 
&c. as all the other churches did. This church 
of New-Durham has, (notwithstanding the op. 
position they have met with,) been progressively 
increasing, ever since the establishment of their 
quarterly meeting. ‘They have had as many trials 
to pass through, as the times would admit of. 
‘Their opposers, and oppressors, and persecutors, 
have endeavored, I believe, to hinder their Progress 
and to do them all the hurt they could, under the 

present form of government. And there iS no 
doubt in my mind; but they would have done 
much more than they have, if they could have had 
a code of laws framed avreeable to their desires 
and dispositions. ‘* But the earth has helped the 
woman.’? ‘Thanks be to God, for good rulers, 
and a free government! which secures to us our 
liberties, and protects usin our civil rights. God 
has ever favored them with his gracious presence 
in their pul blic meetings; and blessed their labors 

to the winning of many precious souls to Christ. 
However, several of their former brethren, who 
were once apparently engaged with them in the 
same glorious cause, have since changed their re- 
ligious sentiments, turned their backs upon them, 
and joined with other denominations. These have 
been dealt with ig a tender manner, and have been 
allowed to think and act for themselves, and to 
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sand orfall to their own Master. Others, who 
have been reci¢ved as members, have since turned 
jside afier satan, and have been dealt with accord- 
ing to the rule given in the New-Testament, 1. e. 
aier being faithfully admonished, and remaining 
impenitent, they have been accounted as an heath- 
eu man and a public an; and pubiicly noted. 
his church at the time of the establishment of 
aie aie arterly meeting, in 1792, consisted of four 
iches only , as is noticed in my third number. 
It now consists of about forty churches ; which 
we spread over a great part of the state of New- 
Hampshire, and into some towns _in the state of 
Vermont. Ixclusive ofa large number of mem- 
a which now hold two other quarterly meetings 
in that state, 1 which I shall give an account of in 
eeding numbers, as ‘hie vy come in course. 
Tie ese people have increased so rapidly, and com- 
ing out from all other denominations, where there 
aréso Many unscriptural things, it would be no 
great wonder if they should have some unscrip- 
tural things among them ; net tastanding they 
hive SO firmly resolved to take the scriptures for 


B their only rule of faith and practice. But there 


is one good thing among them; they feel so op- 
posed to unscriptural measures, that, as soon as 
they are fairly convinced that any thing Is unscrip- 
tural, they appear to be willing to lay it aside. 
Their chief aim 1s, to be scriptural i in doctrine, 


' dispe sition, and practic Ce. 


November 3d, 1792, the Elders and brethren 
~ mbled at Besos} in yearly meeting, as usual. 
They opened their meeting by praise, prayer and 
‘xhortation.,. Chose Elder Samuel Weeks, mod- 
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erator, and Elder Pelatiah Tingley, clerk. They 
received a very satisfactory. report from the 
churches in general; “love ard union secmed 


pervade the whole, with but very little iteptne 


There were some labors in some churches with 
disorderly walkers : but in general they enjoyed a 
great oneness in the truth, saw eye to eye in the 
doctrine and discipline. They were “like a com. 
pany of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots ;”? they were 
all harnessed into the work, and drawing in even 
cords, and all pulling one way. This was a very 
suiemn meeting, both in business and worship, tt 
continued three days: they closed the scene by 
commemorating the death and sufferings of Christ, 
in bread and wine, &c. The power of the Lord 
Was present, and the mouths of gainsayers were 
wond: rfuily stopped. 
In those days, there were a number cof people 
of other denominations, who made a practice of 
attending vearls annie Gorham ; i they never 
Went to meeting any where - se, he, would | 
pear there, and if they could get any opportu! 
thy would be certain to improve their vifts, b | 
way of dictating, contradicting, enh 2 of 


- 


| 


opposing those that spake; insomuch, that the 
used to call] it the seat of war. And t there was i 
way to get safly through a yeariy meeting 
Gorham, without the whole armor of God. But 


7 : + , ] . > . r 
When the brethren went well armed, t:ey gent 


ally obtained victory. One after another exper! 


‘cd religion in thet place, till oat leneth the 
churca 1 become Very large, and the v cnyov thi if 
privileges very CO miortab ly , without much dis 
turbance. November the 8th, Bohraim Sich. 
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ield, of New-Gloucester, professed his faith in 
y MgChrist; and was baptized by Elder Benjamin 
i: MgRundel. January 16, A. D. 1798, the Elders 
to Mand brethren of the church of New-Durham, as- 
», Masembled in their quarterly meeting, at James 
th Mg Lock’s, in Barnstead. ‘They had a very happy 
a Mjscason, in worship and business. Elder John 
ne JEShephard being present at this meeting, desired 
n- Mohave a place in the church, And after hearing 
re Magbis relation, he was joyfully’ received, and they 
en awe him the right hand of fellowship ; and desir- 
ry gged bim to take an active part inthe body, accord- 
't gunz to his proportion of faith, and the gift bestow- 


by edon him. ‘This Shephard, was ordained a rul- 
+, Miging Elder, in what was called the Louden church, 
nd Gmentioned in my last number. He resides in 


ye @Glmanton, N. H. and isa man well known for 
is usefulness in, business, both in church ‘and 
sate. They also had an addition of five other 
‘embers, in the course of that quarter. Feb- 
ver Bary 2d, 1793, their yearly meeting was holden 
o- Me: Parsonsfield, Maine, at the house of Elder 
samuel Weeks. ‘They received refreshing re- 
ts from several places, and enjoyed much con- 
ot @Poation in meetings of worship, but nothing ex- 
ney GFLordinary took place. 
5.0 MB On the 8th of June followi ing, a large number 
: ‘Elders and brethren, assembled at New-Dur- 
But Hun, for yearly mecting, at the house of Elder 
vnjamin Randel. And after some time was 
cr HBPent in praise, prayer, exhortation, and congratu- 
ihe #Pion, they opened a meeting for business in their 
het ## sual manner; they received good reports, both 
dis: JP ritten and verbal, from the churches. On the 
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Sabbath, which was the second day of the meeting, 
they assemibled at the meeting-house in that town, 
I think it probable that over a thousand people 
attended. The mecting continued pretty much 
ali day ; many solemn testimonies were delivered, 
and many of the people heard with candor. 

June 10th, they attended to hear the experience 
and call of Daniel Lord, he heing a candidate for 
the ministry, and being satisfied ‘with his experi. 
ence and call, they agreed to ordain him the next 
day. Accordingly, on the llth of June, 1793; 
he was set apart to the work. Elder Pelatiah 
Tingley, spoke on the occasion, from Mark xvi, 
15, and there were also, several weighty exhorta- 
tions delivered by others. Many people attended 
the ordination, and behaved with decency. Elder 
Lord, was a man of good abilities. He was de- 
prived of natural sight : but he had good spiritual 
eyes. Although he could not see the natural sun, 


or behold the perishing things of this subjunary | 


world ; yet he could behoid the Son of righteous- 
ness, and see the kingdom of God, much clearer 
than thousands of those, who have natural sight, 
and the advantages ofa classical education. The 
things of the kingdom of God, seemed to be his 
soul’s delight. T hey were his general theme, both 
in private and public. In his public improve- 
ment, he generally spoke by way of exhortation, 
and expostulation; and commonly, with a good 
degree of life and power. He was much opposed 
to the doctrine of John Calvin, and abhorred the 
hireling plan. Although he was blind, his own 
hands often ministered to his necessities ; ; he had 
rather do any kind of business, that he could fee! 
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to do with his hands for a living, than to teach for 
” BB hire. At the time of his ordination, he lived eith- 
e Mer in Berwick or Kittery. He removed from 
h Mm thence to Portsmouth, and I have lately under- 
|, @@ stood that he has removed from there to some 
place in the eastern part of the district of Maine, to 
e f@ spend the evening of life with one of his children. 
« August 21st and 22d, the church of New-Dur- | 
;. @ ham, held their quarterly meeting at Barrington; at 
-¢ Mg the house of Paul Tasker. ‘Their business was 
3, attended to in a regular manner. They enjoyed | 
1h much divine consolation, in praise, prayer, preach- 
i, 4g the gospel, administration of the Supper, &c. 
4. i The presence of the Lord was wonderfully mani- 
eq @@ fested through the whole meeting. They closed 
er the scene with the following epistle, to the yearly ? 
le. My mMecting. 
vl Dearly beloved, and precious brethren, in our 
in, @ dear Lorp Jesus Curist—who may convene 
ry  M yearly meeting, to be holden at Edgcomb, the 
is. @ lirst seventh day of September next. We your 
rer @ brethren of the Coureu or Curist of New-Dur- 
ht, ham, now sitting in our quarterly meeting at 
‘he @ Barrington, this 22d of August—do salute you 
his in love. And wish that a great degree of ¢race, 
oth Mercy, peace and love, may be added and multi- 
ve-™ plied unto you, together with all that wisdom 
on, {rom above, which is profitable to direct, m a meet- 
ood ing of so much importance. O beloved! Be as : 
sed & body constantly looking to the great TrEacueEr, 
the for instruction, who teaches as never man taught ; 
pwng and then will you be able toact for his glory. yy 
hadg We hereby inform you, that, as a body, we are in q 
feel love and unity. A blessed degree of love prevails : 
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among us at’present; though we have labors wit} 
some who are disorderly.. It is now an instruct. 
ing meeting.- All our business goes on with 
good resolution, decency, and harmony. Not 
any difficulties. We have: daily additions ; and 
the work. of the Lord goes on in these parts MJ p, 
most blessedly, in many places. 

O. beloved! Come let us magnify the Lord to. 
gether, and hold on our way, pressing daily to. @ 7; 
ward the mark, forthe prize, of the high calling of 





: ‘ sa 
Ta | God in Christ Jesus our dear Lord. Then shall tie 
y we join with countless adorers in realms of eter. @.., 

dal: day ; to give glory to his name for ever and 


ever! Our messengers to you, are our well beloy- 
ed brethren, Elder Benjamin Randel, Deacon Mi- 
cajah Otis, and Thomas Blake. And may the 
Lord fill them with his Spirit, that they may be 
profitable in the meeting, under God. _ Finally, 
brethren, farewell. From your brethren’ in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

| JOHN SHEPHARD, Moderator. 

' BENJAMIN RANDEL, Clerk 

a) - Church of New-Durham, August 22d, 1793. 


September 7th, they assembled at Edgcomb, in 
yeariy meeting, which opened with praise, prayer 
and exhortation. Chose Elder Benjamin Randel, 
moderator, and Elder Pelatiah Tingley, clerk. 
Then read the above, with several other loving 
letters of salutation from otiier churches, which 
were refreshing. They attended to business and 
worship, as usual, and had much consolation. 
4 Previous to this, a reformation began among the 
people in the settlements at Sandy River, Maine, f 
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A goodly number-believed and ‘were baptized, 
and sent a request to this meeting.in writing, 
by Elder Edward Lock, Francis ‘Tufts, and.a 
brother Bradford, requesting help; and desir; 
ing to be put in eospel order. | In answer to this 
request, they appointed Elders Benjamin Randel, 
Pelatiah Tingley, Daniel Hibbard, John Whitney, 
and Deacon Micajah .Otis, who. performed their 
visit, immediately after the yearly meeting closed. 
They met at Sandy River, on the 21st day of the 
same month. On the 23d, they met for business, 
and received into their fellow ship, sixteen - breth- 
ren and eleven sisters. Elder Edward Lock, 
was also received, and openly acknowledged (by 
virtue of his former ordjnation,) administrator 
of gospel ordinances. A very solemn charge was 
given him, and in particular with respect to the 
brethren in that place. Lock, fora time, appear- 
ed to be useful in the cause of Christ. But has 
since become unprofitable and uscless, as will be 
hereafter noticed. The cause of Christ has, nev- 
ertheless, flourished in that country, in a very re- 
markable manner. From-this small church, the 
word of God has sounded out into every part of 
that region, and a large npmber of churches have 
since been gathered in fellowship with the church 
at Farmington, Sandy River. A goodly number of 
young men in that country, have been raised up 
to preach the worD, and are now engaged in the 
> fglorious work. God is blessing their labors, and 
giving them manty souls, as seals of their ministry. 
November 2d, A. D. 1793, they assembled at 
Gorham, for yearly meeting. Elder John Shep- 
ard served as aaah iti Elder Pelatiah Tingley, 
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clerk. They attended to business and worship as 
usual, and ,received a good report from the 
-ehurches in general, excepting that in New-Glou. 
cester and Gray. In that church, there was 
very great declension about that time ; many of the ff d 
members got very much conformed to the world, § R 
and as I may say, yoked together with unbelievers, § tc 
‘Many of them neglected the worship of God, in 
their families, and also, neglected the assembling 
of themselves together; but few attended their 
established meetings of religious conference and 
worship. And in fact, a number of them really 
joined with the world, in-theirextravagances and 
excuses. A complaint was entered to this meet- 
ing, against this church, by Ephraim Stinchfield, 
who had been appointed their ruling Elder, he be 
ing grieved on account of their conformity to thqj t0 
world. Much trying labor ensued on the occaff th 
sion ; and finally, that church was dissolved as tq C1 
visible order. A number of the members havg G 
since been gathered together, and embodied int ar 
a church, and have prospered in a wonderfuf to 
manner, as will be hereafter noticed in its place§ © 
The church of New-Durham constantly attendeg ™ 
their quarterly meetings, and kept up a regulag at 
order among themselves. In the course of thi 
year, they had an addition of thirty-one member to 
to their little band, as they termed it. ry 
February Ist, 1794, the Elders and brethren aq 5° 
sembled at Parsonsfield, for yearly meeting. Ej he 
der Pelatiah Tingley, served as moderator, anj ™ 
Ephraim Stinchfield, clerk. They received som] €T 
refreshing reports from various parts, and enjoy 5° 
a good degree of comfort in worship, but nothin} 4" 
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extraordinary took place. However, previous to 
this, a reformation began in the town of Strafford, 
county of Orange, in the state of Vermont, un- 
der the improvement of a brother by the name of 
Robert Dickey. This Dickey resided in the 
town of Epsom, (nN. H.) and was a member of the 
church of Christ of New Durham; he had an 
excellent gift of exhortation, and at times, was 
highly favored of God in his improvement. He 
went into this town, to assist one of his relatives, 
who was about making a settlement there, where 
he was continued for some time in the capacity of 
an hired man; and observing that the people in 
that place were living in sin and profanity, and 
considering them in imminent danger, he began 
to exhort them to repent of their sins, to flee from, 
the wrath to come; and informed them that a 
city of refuge was near. That the kingdom of 
God was at hand, &c. Under these powerful 
and alarming exhortations, the people began 
tobe much awakened. Much was said among 
opposers, about going to hear Libbey’s hired 
man! But, Dickey continued his exhortations 
and prayers; God blessed his labors, and sin- 


ners began to sue fora pardon of their sins, and 


to seek for mercy ; until, I think, (if my memo- 
ry serves me) there were some rising of thirty per- 


4 sons, hopefully converted ; who appeared to be 


happiiy united in love, until the news of the refor- 
mation called the attention of 2 number of preach- 
ers of other denominations ; who came in and 
sowed discord among them, by holding up devices 


and strange doctrines, (i. e.) doctrines differing 


from each other, and doctrines which the Bible 
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and new-born souls are not acquainted with. The 
people, however, desired to be under the care o 
the church of Christ, of New-Durham, of which 
their preacher was a member ; and accordingly 
sent to them for help. Elder Benjamin Randel, 
aud myself with several other brethren, made them 
a visit (I think) in the summer of 1792. We 
were kindly received, and entertained by the breth.g AL 
ren. We attended several meetings of business§brc 
with them, and found them. much confused with 
respect to their religious sentiments. ‘There had 
been a number of them baptized by other breth. 
ren, and they had got a long string of Calvinistical 
articles of faith (reduced to the lowest proof,) butiitha 
strong enough, however, to intoxicate the weakerfirie 
brethren. ‘Their articles were not signed by thefore 
brethren. They only had them to read over,ime 
| consider on, anddispute about. Butsome of thefmo 
iH) brethren had, by beholding, got to be some chang-fto | 
i} | ed into the imaze, and to favor those articles sofany 
i much, that they were unwilling to throw them en-fren 
tirely away. Others seemed to think that the Biblejvisi 
was a sufficient rule of faith and practice, but theyMow 
seemed to love one another, and wished to remainpvis 
in one church. We attended several meetings offon 
worship, and Elder Randel baptized several per-half 
sons, and we gave them the parting hand for thatgat | 
time. een 
In January, 1794, Elder Randel made anotherpres 
visit, but found them much more confused than n 
they were when we left them before. Theijngs 
difficulties were so multiplied and increased, thattive 
Elder Randel concluded that nothing could bdlete 
done. ‘They were so at variance among them 4crij 
prac 
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e 
selves, that he concluded they could not be consid- 
chgered a visible church. After preaching amon 
rly them a few times, he left them again and ‘gated 
el,ghome. Hearing of this, my ‘heart was deeply 
emf penetrated with a sense of their situation, and I 
Nefffelt pressed in spirit, to make them another visit. 
th.g About the last of February, I set out with a young 
ess brother in company, and we travelled to Strafford 
ithfon foot, which was about 110 miles. When I 
yadffarrived, I found them in a broken and scattered 
th-§situation. ‘Truly, my heart was pained to see 
calfthe baneful effects of the doctrines of men, and how 
butfthat Christ had been wounded in the house of his 
kerfiriends, on account of those discords. I endeav- 
thefored to get them together ; and attended several 
‘er,fmectings, and strove to have those difficulties re- 
thefmoved ; but alltono purpose. As I was about 
ng-jto leave them, never expecting to see-the place 
sofany more, it came into my mind, to tell the breth- 
en-4ren that I had taken great pains to make them a 
iblelvisit, and had found no satisfaction, and was 
heymow about to give them the parting hand, and 
ainfvished them to grant me this one favor—To- 
s ofcome into a room, and sit down in silence, one 
ser-falf hour, before we parted. T ney accordingly 
hathat dowr , ind we continued in silence about fif- 
een minutes ; when a brother being deeply im- 
herpressed with a sense of his situation, arose, and in 
hank most affecting manner, confessed his wander- 
eliings and backsliding from God; asked the for- 
hattiveness of all present, and declared that he was 
bdletermined to be a follower of Christ, and to take the 
m¢criptures of truth, as his only rule of faith and 
bractice. Light more immediately, followed the 
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example. This was atime of refreshing to my 


soul! These nine then entered into covenant with 
God, and one another, to walk according to the 
above rule. ‘This being done, God began to bless 
them. And their numbers have been progressive- 
ly increasing ever since. From this small church, 
originated a large body of brethren, consisting of a 
number of large churches in the state of Vermont, 
commonly called the Strafford quarterly meeting. 
‘They sent a messenger to the next quarterly 
meeting, which was holden at New-Durham, June 
14th, 1794. <A letter of salutation was sent to 
them, from the meeting, congratulating them 
on account of their being (a small number 
of them) so happily united, exhorting them te 
continue in the love of God, and to keep them- 
selves from idols. A letter, also, was sent to the 
scattered members, exhorting them to confess 
their faults and join with their brethren, &c. 
Which was attended with some good effect. 

At this yearly meeting, they had much of the 
presence of God, in preaching the word, adminis- 
tration of the Supper, &e. ‘They had no particu- 
lar labors with any church, only that in Gray and 
New-Gloucester, which has been before named. 
The churches in general appeared to be in union, 
and gradually increasing. The church of New. 
Durham, attended their stated quarterly meetings, 
and kept good order among them ; and the work 
of the Lord still spreads gloriously there. They 
received into their fellowship, twenty-four mem- 
bers in the branches, then already cathered ; anda 
church was also’ embodied in the town of Gilman- 


ton, consisting ofa goodly number of members, 
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and received into their fellowship in the course 
of this year. - 

The yearly meeting was holden at Edgcomb, 
Sept. 6th, the same year, John Buzzell, served 
as moderator, and Elder Benjamin Randel, clerk. 
At this meeting, they received reports of very 
clorious dispiays of the power of God, and con. 
siderable additions in several places. ‘Also, that 
love and union was still prevailing, and a general 
harmony in some parts, but coldness in others. 
At this meeting, they established two other quar- 
terly meetings, (viz.) one called the Edgecomb 
quarterly meeting; and the other, Farmington 
quarterly meeting, “both in the District of Maine. 
Their meetings were, at first, holden on the same 
days that the New-Durham quarterly meeting 
was held ; and at particular stated places as that 
Was ; but since, they have been moved from place 
to place, as is thought by the brethren, to be most 
for the glory of God, and good of souls. ‘That at 
Kidgcomb, included all the branches and members 
in their fellow ship, from Brunswick to Little River, 

and from thence to Balltown, and as far east as 

Canaan, and all other members that could most 
conveniently attend with the church of Edgcomb. 
‘That at Farmington, included all the members in 
fellowship, in what was then called Uppertown 
Sandy River, Farmington, Belgrade, and in the 
settlement called 25 miles Pond, &c. 

They proceed in ail their business, in the same 
manner as they did in the New- Durham quarterly 
meeting. ‘The branches met once a month, for 
religious conference and business amoung them- 
selves; kept regular records of their proceed- 
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ings ; made a report of their standing, to the 
quarterly meetings, and requested assistance of 
brethren, if they needed. Reports were also made 
from quarterly meeting, to the yearly meeting; 
so that by this medium, the state of the whole 
might be known four times a year. Many people 
attended those quarterly meetings, to hear the 
gospel preached, and many by these means have 
been convicted, converted, and brought out 
of darkness into God’s marvelious hght. Zion 
hath lengthened her cords and strengthened her 
stakes; the little branches have increased and 
spread, and many more branches have since been 
called. Ministers have been raised up, to feed 
the flock, who are daily going forth, clothed with 
salvation ; proclaiming liberty to captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those that are bound. 
Those branches are now all considered churches ; 
and do all their church business among them- 
selves. ‘Their quarterly meetings are stil] attend- 
ed, only for the purpose of worshipping God, and 
receiving information from the churches, and com- 
municating the same to the yearly meetings, that 
the state of the whole may still be known by the 
whole, four times a year. ‘These churches I shall 
also give an account of in their time and place, as 
they come in course, as particularly as I can, from 
what I can gather from their records and my own 
knowledge. 

November Ist, 1794, they assembled at Gor- 
ham, for yearly meeting, John Buzzell served as 
moderator, and Elder Pélatiah 7 ‘ingley, clerk. By 
the reports made to this meeting, it appeared that 
there was an increase of good order in the vart- 
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eus branches, with considerable addition. But 
it was rather a low time in Gorham; and the 
brethren were under trials; A request was 
made to this meeting, from the church in Ray- 
mond, (Me.) for assistance of Elders, to oxcai 
Zachariah Leach, of that town, to the work of the 
ministry. Accordingly, they chose the following 
Elders, viz. Benjamin Randel, Daniel Hibbard, 
Samuel Weeks and John Buzzell, to attend upon 
that business. On the 6th day of the month, 
they attended at Raymond, and ordained said 
Zachariah Leach, to preach the gospel and admin- 
ister its ordinances. Elder Randel preached a 
very weighty sermon on the occasion, from Eze- 
kiel xxxii. 7. So thou, O, Son of man, I have 
set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel : 
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, 
and warn them from me. The house was filled 
with people, and with the power of God. There 
was scarce a person in the congregation, but what 
was affected; sinners were mourning and weeping; 
saints were lifting up their heads with joy and re- 
joicing. Leach seemed to be all overcome with 
asense of the greatness of the work; and of his 
own insufficiency. Randel felt his subject, and 
appeared like a messenger sent right from God, 
with a message to the ministers. ‘The ministers 
felt the application of the message to their hearts, 
and were trembling under a sense of their duty, 
and the awful account they must give; and yet 
rejoicing to see the wonderful displays of the 
power of God. On the whole, it was the most 
solemn ordination that I ever attended. Leach is 
yet living ; and I trust engaged in the work of the 
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Lord ; and my prayer to God is, that he may so 
continue in the work, that he may be able to give 
up his account with joy, and not with grief. 

In the year 1795, the quarterly and yearly 
meetings, were attended at their stated times and 
places, and by their minutes, it appeared that they 
enjoyed much consolation in their meetings. The 
churches were generally striving to keep up good 
order among themselves, and there was some 
additions. ‘The most remarkable events which 
took place in this year, were the following, viz. 

On the 12th of August, David Knowlton, of 
Pittsfield, (N. Hu.) was ordained to preach the 
gospel and administer its ordinances. John Buz. 
zell preached a sermon, from 2 ‘Timothy, iv. 5. 
** But watch now in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry.””> The scene was solemn. Elder 
Knowlton is an aged man, but is yet living ; not 
able to travel much abroad, on account of infirmi- 
ty, but I understand that he enjoys a ‘ feast at 
home,’’ and is patiently waiting for his change. 
At the yearly meeting at Edgcomb, in Septem. 
ber, a number of brethren were chosen and sent 
to ordain Francis Tufts, of Farmington, (Sandy 
River, Me.) to the office of ruling Elder, and | 
think that the business was performed about that 
time, as I am sure that he is an ordained Elder, 
but do not know the exact time of his ordination. 
He is yet living, and well known for his usefulness 
in the cause of religion. ‘There was also, a glori- 
ous work of the Lord this year, ata place called 
Seven-miles Brook, (now called Anson, Me.) 
A church was embodied in the town of Lebanon, 
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(Me.( on the 24th of September, consisting of 
about 16 members. ‘The work of the Lord has 
ever been very solemn in this place; the church 
was very. small in the beginning, but has been 
gradually increasing ever since it was first em- 
bodied, and is now a very large church. The re- 
formation has been marvellous in that, and adjacent 
places, within the last three years. A large num- 
ber have been hopefully converted and baptized. 


[Zo be Continued.} 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Account of late Reformations and Revivals of 
Religion. 





( CONTINUED.) 


THE reformation still continues spreading, and 
the servants of Christ have the greatest encour- 
agement to continue their engagedness in the glo- 
rious cause. TRurn prevails! Frror falls! Zron 
rises! Babylon sinks. ‘The servants of Jesus lift 
up their heads and rejoice! The merchants of 
Babylon hang down their heads and mourn. 
Gosrezt ministers have full employ, and are daily 











132 RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 


praying the Lord of the harvest, to send forth 
more laborers into his harvest, because ‘* the har- 
vest is plenteous, but the laborers are few.”” And 


the prospect is, that the time is not very far dis- ° 


tant, when ‘ the Lord will establish Jerusalem, and 
make her a praise in the earth. And, the moun. 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.’ 
Since ' writing my last number, the refor- 
mation has been very glorious in many places, 
In the course of the summer past, there has been 
a blessed revival of religion in the town of Center. 
harbor, (n. u.) A large number have been con. 
victed and hopefully converted, under the im- 
provement. of Elder J. Colby, and others of his 
companions, who have preached the gospel in that 
town. Twenty-four have been bapuzed; and 
appear at present to be steadfast, unmoveable, and 
abounding in the work of the Lord. The old 
saints in that place are wonderfully revived, and 
coming up, “ to the help of the Lord, against the 
mighty.”? And the battle goes sore against the 
Lord’s enemies. The work in that town has 
been very solemn, and continues so. From thence 
it has spread into the towns of Meredith and 
New-Hampton. It began ii Meredith in the fol- 
lowing manner. Elder Colby felt an impression 
on his mind to appoint a meeting at the meeting- 
house in that town, to preach to the young pcople; 
and accordingly did. The meeting began at 9 
o’clock in the morning, and continued till dark. 
He preached {fiom Prov. viii. 17. “* I love them 
that bove me; and those that seek me early shail 
































an han Cem at th ot 93. 2 a rr 


—— iw 


— « ' ° oe Xo a A yee x * Fi —" 
ie so mtn : Sa aR once bc Rigel st RAN oi ES Sis oS 




























RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 1338 


r- MJ find me.’? He was remarkably assisted by the 
id f§ Spirit of God in speaking ; and the power of God 
s- ‘ was wonderfully displayed among the people. Be- 
id —% fore he had done speaking, many of the young 
1- #§ people were in a flood of tears; and a goodly 
ie # number were resolved to try the promise, and 
e # made the experiment, by. crying to the Lord for 
mercy, who answered them in a remarkable 
‘- @ manner, and fulfilled his gracious promise to their 
s. souls. Eight souls were hopefully converted 
nN f@ before the meeting closed, and could witness to 


t- Mf the gracious truth they hadheard. Several others a | 
1- MJ were powerfully convicted, and were mourning i 
1- @ before the Lord, and suing for a pardon of their it 
IS sins. | 
at A number of old professors, who had been in a ; 


id @ backsliding state, were awakened from their slunr- 
d @ bers, arose from their beds of sloth, took to them- 
d @ selves words, and returned to the Lord. And no 
d @ doubt but there was great joy in heaven over so 
i¢ @ many repenting sinners. But ~hat might be rea- 
1¢ M sonably expected, immediately took place. ‘The 
iS #@ ungodly were highly displeased at this wonderful 
-€ @ display. of Immanuel’s power; and manifested 
d #% great opposition to the work. Elder Colby 


l- @ states, that one young woman, who was weeping | 
m @ and mourning for her sins, was pulled out of the a 
y meeting and carried home by one of her brothers; i} 
- but Jesus went with her, and she was soon after i 
9 corfverted, with her mother and two of her sisters. __ 4 
< From this, the work spread in every direction. j. 

Meetings were frequently attended, and the power i 
i of God was displayed in a most extraordinary a 


manner. Elder Colby states, that there was scarce- 7 
M 4 
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ly a meeting which he attended for several weeks, 
but a_.number of souls were brought out of 
darkness intoGod’s marvellous light, and some- 
times, as many as twelve in a meeting. Sixty- 
two persons have been baptized in that place, in 
a little over two months. A large number more 
appear to be fit subjects of the ordinance, and 
there is still a great appearance of a spread of the 
work in that town. It isdaily increasing. There 
is also a blessed revival of religion in the town of 
New-Hampton ; a number have lately experienced 
religion, and some have been baptized, and the 
work is beginning to spread. The attention of 
the people is wonderfully called up; and the min- 
isters and brethren seem to be greatly encouraged. 
In the town of Moultonborough, particularly in 
that part called the JVeck, there has been a great 
reformation in the course of the last sum- 
mer. Eider Colby baptized seventeen persons 
there. In the town of Holding, he has baptized 
two; and in Camdentwo. There was an appear- 
ance of a great work in Holding; but a party 
spirit prevented it. A party spirit among profes- 
sors of religion, always does more hurt in time of 
reformation, than the greatest opposition from the 
world. Where such disputes begin, a reforma- 
tion generally ends, for that time. It is never 
worth awhile for fishermen to contend, who 
shall have the fish, before they are caught, or 
even afterwards, if the fish taken, all belong to one 
man. If one man cannot catch the fish him- 
self, he ought to be willing that others should 
catch them. All true converts, belong to Jesus 
Christ; and for my part, I want all to be con- 
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verted.. If I cannot be an instrument of it 
. myself, I feel heartily willing that all God’s ser- 
vants should try. 
The reformation has been glorious in the town 
of Eaton. Elder Colby has baptized seventeen in 
| that town, since the writing of my last number; 
and four in the town of Sandwich. 
The reformation in Alton, mentioned in my last 
number, stili continues spreading ; it began some 
time in the month of June last. On the 18th of 


the same month, Elder William Buzzell attend- 
‘ ed a meeting of worship in that place, and baptized 
f one person. ‘The power of God was marvellously 


displayed while at the water, which was felt both 
: by saints and sinners. The saints had their 
- mouths filled with the praises of God, and were 


, giving glory to God in the highest, while many ~- - : f 

' poor simmers lay prostrate on the ground, crying _ | 

“ to God for mercy ; and saying, what shall I do to AG 

F be saved? From this, the work spread very rap- (§ 

: idly, and has been spreading ever since. 'y 

4 On the 4th of July, Elder Buzzell preached. 1 

y there again. ‘The meeting was held in a grove, 2 | 

f the assembly was large and solemn; a sermon . 

: was delivered, and many powerful exhortations iy 

e followed, with many fervent prayers for the dis- i) q 

a tressed. Elder Buzzell then repaired to the 7) 
. water, and baptized eight ‘persons. July the i 
“ 5th, he baptized five ; and on July the 29th, he \" . 
va baptized nine ; and on August the 25th, one Elder i), 
c H. D. Buzzell, also, attended a meeting with ts 
- them,and baptized two ; the whole number-being f 
r 26 in that place. Elder William Buzzell has | 


places. ‘The iq 





also baptized several, in other 
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following is an extract of a letter sent to me from 
Samuel Runnels, Esq. dated New-Durham, Sep. 
tember 14th, 1811. ° 


‘Dear Brotuzr, &c. 

‘ As it respects the state of religion in this place, 
it is not in so flourishing a situation as I could 
wish. ‘The little reformation which began in my 
family, August 1810, in which five persons, two 
of my own children, ‘and three others belonging 
to my family, professed to be delivered from bon. 
dage, and brought into the liberty of the sons of 
God—has spread in the neighborhood, and a 
number of souls appear to be partakers of the 
heavenly calling. A number of backsliders have 


returned ; and sinners stand trembling. Elder 


Cheney has baptized eight of this littke company, 
~ and three more in the south part of Alton, where 
a reformation began of late under his improve- 
ment. The prospect is, that anumber more 
wil] soon follow their Lord and Master into the 
water. Elder Cheney is now at Sandborn town. 
On a late visit he made in that place, a number of 
backsliders returned and a number of others set 
out anew to seek the Lord. 

‘ About four miles below me, in brother Anthony 
Peavy’s family, in Farmington, the Lord has 
been working wonders ! 'T hree of his children, with 
a number of others, profess to love the Lord. 
Several of them have yone forward in_ baptism ; 
some backsliders have returned to the Lord. 
Anawful trembling has taken hold of poor sin- 
ners, some of them are crying out, What shall I do 
to be saved ? Elder Joseph Boody? s labors appear 
to be blessed in this place.’ 
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oe Since reading the above I have been at New- 
-P- @ Hampton, and was informed by Elder Dana, 

that there was a blessed revival of religion in g. 

Sandborn town ; and an appearance of a great ~ 4 

reformation. Elder H. D. Buzzell of Gilmanton, 
°C, @ ina letter dated September 14th, ‘states, that the 
ld Bf Lord is again pouring out his Spirit on that church, 2 
"NY @@ and that a number of souls have been brought to 
WO @ rejoice in the Lord. 


ng ‘The work of the Lord still-continues in Lim- 
N & ington and places adjacent; a considerable number | 
of have been baptized since my last. I attended a . 
_* BF quarterly meeting in that town, which was holden 
he f§ on the 21st and 92d of August last, composed of 


ve a large number of Elders and ietives from 
ler various parts ; they assembled in a most beautiful 


ly, HM grove, belonging to Mr. McArthur, where a f 
Te @ convenient stage. and seats were prepared for that ©. * 
‘¢- Hi purpose. About 2000 people. attended. The ; 
re @ accounts from the churches were refreshing ; it at 
he appeared by the reports, that they were generally | 


nl. concerned for the glory of God, and the good of " 
of @ souls. Though some complair: ed of not being Fy. 


et enough engaged in the cause. Several sermons y 
were delivered in the course of the mecting at 
ny convenient intervals, and all the rest of the time h 
as was filled up with powerful exhortations and Ft 
th fervent prayers, intermingled with thanksgiving, | 
d. praise, and giving glory to God. i ; 
3 The scene was truly solemn and delightful ; ie 
d. to see so many hundreds, of people gathering ig 
1. from all quarters into one assembly, for the | 
lo worship of God ; and considering how soon they ( 
ar mustail stand before the judgment-seat of Christ ; 
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and give an account of the deeds done in the body ; 
and every one receive a reward or punishment, 

according to their works. And to see so many 
of the ambassadors of Christ, some whose bodies 
were almost worn out in the service, with their 
hoary hairs like a crown of glory. Others who 
were young, were hoarse and almost spent, with 
calling after obstinate sinners, to repent and believe 
the gospel; just now ascending the stage to 
deliver their embassy, (as a united cloud of wit- 
nesses) to so many souls, and perhaps, for the last 
time to many whowere present. And all appear- 
ing as though they were determined to win them 
if possible, and if not, to clean their skirts of their 
blood. This was solemn indeed! It was delight- 
ful, to see so many crowding and even climbing 
the trees, and sitting on the branches to hear the 
word. Hundreds of brethren and sisters, sitting 
or standing around the Stage, who by prayer were 
holding up the hands of the witnesses, as Aaron 
and Hur held up the hands of Moses. A large 

number of young converts, whose souls had been 
lately brought out of bondage i into liberty, Joining 
to praise their ereat Deliverer. Anda number of 
sinners mourning for their sins. ‘This was a day 
that will be long remembered by many. The 
brethren assembled in that town a few weeks past 
for communion. I was told by a brother who was 
present at the meeting, that there was about 1000 
pecpie who attended in all, and about 200 of them 
parteok of the Supper. He said the brethren 
were much engaged in religion, and were very 


happy. 
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V; [have just now received a letter from Elder _. 

nt, Mark Fernald, dated at Wolfborough, (N.H.) the i 

hy 10th instant. Want of room forbids my pub- 

ies lishing the particulars, and can only say, that it‘ 

elr brings good tidings ; 47 persons have been bap- ) 

ho tized by him and others, in that and adjacent 

ith places, since last March; and that many. more 

ve have been hopefully converted. Also, that there 4 

to is an appearance of union among the different i 

It. societies, and a revival of religion of late, in the , 

ast town of Kittery, (Me.) Several souls have of late : 

ar- been brought to rejoice in the Lord, &c. 

m The Lord is just now beginning to revive his 

elr elorious work in Parsonsfield, in different parts of =, ow 

it- the town ; and we hope he will confirm his inheri- ee 

ng tance here, by pranting a ‘* plentiful rain.”? 

he Doors are now daily opening in every part of _ 

ng the country for preaching, and the people are 

Te flocking to hear ; and there is scarcely a town, but 

on where there is some appearance of a reformation i in 

ge it. The subjects of the work are the people of 

en all ranks and ages, from men and women of gray \ 

ne hairs, down to little boys and girls. The effect ) 

of of the work is to make them new creatures. 

ay When we see such work as this, shall we not say, 

he # that the Lord is in Zion, and her king is in ber ? By 

st When we see sinners of all ranks, and of almost rh 

as every description, seeking the Lord, and begging j 

0 for pardon, and flying for refuge to Christ ? Doc- 4 

m tors, magistrates, merchants, mechanics, farmers, ¢t 

-n & and even hard hearted worldings breaking off ey 

ry their sins by righteousness, and ibe iniquities by ‘i 
shewing mercies to the poor. Others, who A 


were gamblers, blasphemers, revilers, drunkards, 
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persecutors, backbiters, overreachers, &c. willin 
to leave their pernicious ways; and instead of 
crowding ball-rooms, and other vile assemblies, 
‘locking to hear God’s word preached, and crow d- 
ing the places of worship. And even in this 
thinly inhabited country, often gathering in such 
multitudes that no house that is made with hands, 
can possibly hold the people, but the ministers are 
constrained to go into the fields and groves to 
preach the gospel to them, and there to hear those 
very tongues, which were once employed in blas- 
pheming the name of God, now employed in 
praising that worthy name; and some of all ranks 
engaged in a public manner to recommend Christ, 
and his religion, to their fellow-creatures, w ithout 
money or price, even in the face and eyes 
of opposition. _ ‘Those who were bold persecutors, 
now joining heart and chand with the people of 
God ; and doing every thing in their power for 
the promotion of the cause of Christ. And tosce 
men who were once haunting taverns, wasting 
their time, destroying their interest, ruining their 
families, and undoing their souls, now become 
sober, frugal, well minded, respectable citizens, 
and those that have been trusting in dead forms, 
traditions, and doctrines of men, now willing to 
forsake all for Christ—What shall we call it ? 
Shall we callit heresy, delusion, the work of the 
Devil, &c. No; glory to God in the highest ! 
‘¢ This is the Lord’s doin®, and it 1s marvellods i in 
our eyes! This is that religion which makes bad 
men better, wicked -men righteous, and influences 
them to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God. ‘This is the religion that will do to live 
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by, and die by. It was spoken of by Joel the 
prophet, experienced in the days of the apostles, 
now spreading in various parts of the earth, and 
will finally pervade the whole world. 

[Zo be Continued.} 


The Experience of the Editor. ; 


ONCE I was going on in sin, , 
All fill’d with pride and unbelief : 

Refus’d to let the Savior in, 1 

And often did his Spirit grieve, ~ 

- hh 

I madly ran the sinful road, 

And sported o’er the brink of death ; 

And slighted all the calls of God, * 

Expos’d to hel! at every breath. Marr, oot a, 


But O! at length, my state I saw, 
And felt a load of guilt within : i 
I found I’d broke God’s righteous law, hs 
And lay expos’d to hell by sin. i 


In secret sighs, by day I mourn’d, 
By night I wet my couch with tears ; 
Sometimes to heaven my eyesI turn’d ; 
And then sunk down with slavish fears. 


At last I smote upon my breast, 
And did to God for mercy cry ; 
And soon he answered my request, 
I found his pardoning mercy nigh. 


So boundless was my Savior’s love, 
He stoop’d from heaven to save my soul ; 
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He did my load of guilt remove, 
And made my wounded spirit whole: 


From dark to light, from hate to love, 
From death to life, he rais’d my soul ; 

He plac’d my mind on things above, 
And all the powers of sin control’d. 


Oh ! it I had ten thousand tongues, 
I’d use them ali his name to praise ; 
With thanks I'd raise ten thousand songs, 
To tell the wonders of his grace. 


I'll sing his praise, I’ll preach his word, 
I’ll try to win ten thousand more ; 

And give the glory to my word, 
Who gives me wisdom, love and power. 
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